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Abstract. This study attempts to analyze Kelly’'s irony inrguing her true happiness. Kelly’s irony covers her
consideration that happiness could be found in paevigch contrasts the fact that she was not haffigy being

rich woman. The writer applies New Criticism as tmacept in analyzing this study. In collecting tega from
various books, journals, thesis, online informatiand other related sources, the writer uses qtiakt method.
The writer focuses on characterization, settingl iaony in finding the theme of this novel. Thisearch finds

out that the conflicts influence Kelly’s characeation. The setting creates the irony of happirthas Kelly
experienced then motivates Kelly to pursue her tagpiness. By finding Kelly’'s concept of true haggss, the
theme can be revealed that happiness cannot beuradasy the amount of money someone has. This study
finally proves that the formal elements of Talk the Town novel work together as an organic unity in
establishing the theme.

Index Terms : irony; happiness; to pursue

1. INTRODUCTION

This study attempts to reveal how the charactéomat Besides that inspiring a valuable lesson of lifglied
setting, and irony support the theme of Macphessonin the story, Talk of the Townnovel is qualified
Talk of the Towmovel that is happiness cannot beenough to be analyzed deeper since the author’s
measured by the amount of money someone hashievement in writing may not be undoubted. In
Commonly, people in America correlate the defimtio 2005, Suzanne Macpherson was honored as
of their happiness with the money they havecontemporary fiction author by RITA awards. RITA
However, the survey shows that although since thr Romance Writers of America is an annual award
twentieth century the wealth in America has grown ugiven for best American romance authors held by
dramatically, American on average are not happy arRWA (Romance Writers of America). She proves her
satisfied with their life prosperity (Leslie et2). This undoubted skill of writing by joining NINC or
denies people’s assumption that happiness can HNevelist Inc. organization in which the members of
achieved by having much money. However, ironicallyNINC must publish at least two bestseller books.
people recently still think that money is the seuof Suzanne has been experiencing in the publishing
their happiness. industry for ten years and becomes professionaémri

In short, Talk of the Townnovel is an appropriate

One of the literary works which depict thisobject to be analyzed more to get a deeper

issue is the novel ofalk of the Townby Suzanne interpretation of the main idea because of both its
Macpherson. This novel tells about its main chamct story and author are worth it
Kelly Atwood, in facing the irony of happiness in(HarperCollinsPublishers).
pursuing her true happiness. The irony of happiness
shows the difference of what she expected toward In analyzingTalk of the Townnovel, New
money and the reality she faced. Defining happineriticism theory is applied. New Criticism is usad
as having much money; Kelly later found out thag shthe basic concept due to the fact that the topab@ut
did not find happiness in money like she expecteHelly’s irony of happiness so that the analysigto$
previously. Because she was from broken and postudy focuses on irony and other formal elements of
family, she thought that being rich could pull lert the novel to find out the theme. New Criticism is a
from her miserable life and cure her painful woundconcept of examining literary work which does not
However, when she succeeded to be a rich womamyveal the meaning of a text through the authorthad
she found the opposite reality that money did miotgh readers’ perspective. According to Tyson in hiskoo
her to happiness. This irony of happiness faced bgterpreting a text using New Criticism is basedttom
Kelly in her pursuit of true happiness attracts théext itself (137). It means that the main sourcehef
writer to make it as her topic in this researckcsiit  evidences to be interpreted is based on the literar
can give valuable lesson of life to readers thaihis work itself and other information from the authada
some ways happiness cannot be found in money. reader's responses are not categorized as the

supporting data to interpret the text. In analyaivith

29



International Journal of Research in Advent Tecbgyg| Vol.4, No.10, October 2016
E-ISSN: 2321-9637
Available online at www.ijrat.org

this theory, only the intrinsic or formal elemenfs¢he concept of her true happiness can be found ouheas t
text will be focused to find the meaning of thettex theme of this novel.

The formal elements such as characters, settiog, pl

point of view, irony, paradox, metaphor work togeth To support the analysis of this study, the
as the organic unity to build the theme of a téwt. writer looks for some related studies. Howevereraft

establishing the main idea of one text, those férm&ooking in many sources, there is still not founda

elements connect one to another, work together, af@search usingalk of the Townas either thesis or
cannot be separated. journal. Yet, the writer has found one study which

uses the same theory of New Criticism and two studi
To make a proper analysis of this researchliscussing the same subject of analysis but fogusin
gualitative method will be used since it supports idifferent literary work. The first study analyzdset
collecting the materials for the analysis. In cdileg characters and setting element as the focus of the
the related materials, the writer seeks for infdiama research which is done by Firenda Dian Megasari
from various books, journals, thesis, and otheateel entitled Dave’s Journey in Search of Family Love in
sources in order to support the analysis of thisl\st Dave Pelzer's the Lost Boy: A New Criticism Study
As this research is based on New Criticism studyfhis study analyzes the characters, setting, aod pl
close reading method is done for collecting theadaklements in establishing the reason and process of
from the main source dralk of the Towmovel. There family love seeking by the main character in theaio
are two steps in doing close reading: examining thef The Lost Boy Two other related studies which
formal elements such as characterization, setiing, discuss about irony elements are taken from English
irony and then finding out the theme of the novel. literature journals:The Poetics of Disengagement:
Jane Austen and Echoic Ironpy Massimiliano
In the step of examining formal elements, theviorini and A Tragic Hap: Ritual, Irony, and Myth in
characterization is firstly revealed. Because ti@ct the War Poetry of Wifred Oweby Wiliam Kevin
of this research is Kelly's irony of happiness, hePenny. The Poetics of Disengagement: Jane Austen
characterization is dominantly revealed. Kelly'sand Echoic Ironyis a research by Massimiliano
struggles are revealed to find out her charactgoiza Morini which aims to show the gaps of echoic irony
because her conflicts influence her characterigatio petween the sayings and the viewpoint of the
the step of examining the setting, it is examined h characters in Jane Austen’s novél. Tragic Hap:
the social condition of Los Angeles creates Kelly'Rijtual, Irony, and Myth in the War Poetry of Wifred
irony of happiness which shows the contradiction obwenby William Kevin Penny discusses the functions
Kelly’s expectation of happiness with the realityes of language as a literary device for developing the
got. Paradise along with its social condition isoal jrony in Owen’s poetry.
examined as the place where Kelly found her true
happiness. After examining these formal elemehts, t By using these three related studies for
writer can find out the theme dfalk of the Town supporting this research, the writer finds out some
novel as the last step. By finding the theme, fintide  distinctions and similarities between this studyd an
writer can draw a conclusion of this research that those related studies. It can be clearly seen the
formal elements of characterization, setting, andy  distinction between this study and those relatadies
work together in shaping the theme Bélk of the takes place on the object of analysis. It meanisthea
Townnovel. literary works used in each study are differentisTh
study uses novel as the object of the researchewnhil
For a more comprehensive analysis, a scopghe of those related studies uses poetry as tieetodi]
and limitation will be applied in this study. Thediscussion. The main similarity which easily
subject of this study focuses on the charactedmati recognized is the concept applied in this study iand
setting, and irony of the novel. In examining thehose related studies: New Criticsim. Both thisdgtu
characterization, only Kelly's characterization isand those related studies use New Criticism as the
revealed since her irony of happiness becomes thasic theory for interpreting each different litgra
topic of this research. The analysis of settingié®s works in the research. Another similarity is thejeat
on revealing the social condition aspect of Los I&ag of formal elements which are going to be reveated i
that create Kelly's irony and Paradise that creatafe analysis. Either this study or those relatedist
Kelly’s true meaning of happiness. The time aspects attempt to examine characterization, setting, aolyi
supporting the concept of Kelly’s true happiness ig look for the main idea of the literary work. @a
also revealed. The irony is analyzed in terms dby those three related studies, the writer of this
showing the contradiction between the meaning gesearch would like to analyZalk of the Towmovel
happiness that Kelly expected and she got in faddy Suzanne Macpherson to find out how the
Types of irony examined in this study are verbalgharacterization, setting, and irony as organictyuni
situational, and attitudinal irony. Then, Kelly's
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support Kelly's irony of happiness in pursuing breie It can be understood that Kelly's trait as
happiness for building the theme of the novel. money oriented person and her experiences in bgggin
money from strangers motivate her to be a richquers
She considered that by having much money would
So, back to the aim of looking for the theme opull her out from her miserable life. She thoudhutt
Talk of the Townnovel based on New Criticism money could cure her pain memories with her mother
theory, the writer would like to examine how thein childhood so that she moved from San Francisco t
characterization, setting, and irony support Kelly’ Los Angeles to earn for life (5). In short, it shotiat
irony in pursuing true happiness. The writer does n Kelly’s conflicts with her mother shape her traits
only reveal the formal elements of characterizatiormaterialistic person so that she determined her
setting, and irony, but also shows how they connegiappiness meaning in terms of being rich.
one to another in building the theme. By this study
the writer hopes to contribute in providing a refere The next external conflicts involve Kelly
of New Criticism study for the readers who want tovith Raymond, the man that hired her as secretary i
analyze literary works using New Criticism theory.his car showroom when she moved to Los Angeles. It
Moreover, by giving a portrayal about the valuablés shown that her conflicts emerged after Kellyrfdu
lesson implied in this novel, this study is expdcte a bag of cocaine by the time they just got mar(&d
inspire readers that money does not always guarantdfter they had a fight, Kelly decided to leave
their happiness. Raymond and left her marriage ended. Her failed
, marriage brought Kelly to the memory of her mother
2. KELLY'S STRUGGLE IN PURSUING who consumed drugs every day (5). It can be
HAPPINESS understood that by remembering painful experiences
in her childhood made Kelly regret to marry
II$aymond. Her conflicts with Raymond also made
Kelly realize that she did not love him, but sheswa
nly attracted by Raymond’'s wealth. Raymond is

Kelly’s struggles are important to be found oustly
because they influence Kelly’s characterization.
revealing Kelly’s struggles which influence her

characterization, it can be done by examining thg icted i q ful H
external conflicts happen in the story. Griffith1}3 epicled as mature and SUccessiul man. He was a
table businessman who had a car showroom in Los

stated that external conflicts involve the disput% I 2. His hard K q I ved
between the characters with other characters dr wif'"'9'€S (2). His hard working and well organize

the environments. Kelly’'s first external conflict personahpes drove Kelly crazy and makes Kelly
()manted him so much. It means that she thoughtaat

happens with her drug user and drunkard mother : . - :
hefpchildhood in Sgn Francisco. Having man)ynarrymg rich Raymond, she could get happiness like

boyfriends, Kelly’'s mother often ignored her sotthaShe had expected since a child. In contrast to get
she was Kelly often escaped and slept in a railw ppiness, Kelly found out her marriage ended and

station because she got lack of love from her famil aymond reminded her of her painful childhood. iEo,
(Macpherson 6). Experiencing to beg money frong2" be seen that KeIIy’.s conflict with Raymond mgde
strangers in surviving for life, Kelly had a desicebe Ke”i’] rea_hzed T_r;(at r;1avmg mE[ch bm?ney did not give
a rich person. These struggles Kelly faced in hdjer happiness like she expected before.

childhood shape Kelly’'s characteristic as a lack of

. According to DiYanni in his book, this
love and money oriented person.

situation in a literary work is called irony or the
Besides personality, Kelly's conflicts with conFradiction between Whaft someone e>fpects qnd the
her mother also influence her appearance. Kelly gallty happens (93). The irony of Kelly's happises
described as a 28-year-old woman. She was beauti {PPens when what she expected to b? happy by
and thin. Her eyes were hazel. However, she look ving much money contrasts to _the reality she got
like a bad girl because she had a wild rose tattoo at she was not happy at all. Being able to upgrad

: : her economic class like she had dreamt since child
her foot, ring on her nose, and different colordipa . : :
her hair (27). Her appearance may be influenced pally ﬁ'd not Iegi Kellg to_(;he ha;}ppmess ?Ihetspmd ith
her mother’s bad behavior which failed to be a goo acp e(;sonK " ,)' _besl esf her _contlicts V\ll'
mother for Kelly. The habits of Kelly’s mother in . aymond, Relys irony o appiness 1S aiso

; - luenced by the setting of the novel. In examinin
consuming drugs and getting drunk gave a bad mo f ; . - .
for Kelly in looking for her self-identity in termef ({%e setting that influences Kelly's irony of happss,

appearance. Being busy with his boyfriends alsoena
Kellyg mother |gno,re her so that her mother pmsbly Griffith (40) stated that the social condition
attention to Kelly’'s appearance. In sort Kelly's

h terization is debicted beautiful vet laok of setting reflects the manners, custom, ritualsrai
characterization 1S depicted as beauliiu’ ye €value, and other cultural aspect of society degidte
like a bad girl, lack of love, and materialistiopen.

the text and mostly they affect the characteriratlo

ahe social condition of Los Angeles is revealed.
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can be seen from the novel that Los Angeles catsistmost people in the story correlated happiness thith
of people from high class who prioritized fancynlg amount money they have, Kelly did not find any
as their lifestyle, such as car, technology, fashamd happiness in the money she has. In this case, &yrtl
makeup. Living in this metropolitan social conditio supported most people’s assumption that happiness
which everything measured by material supporteelated to money by saying that poverty would bring
Kelly’'s materialistic traits so that it influenceser troubles to people (61). Myrtle agreed that people
meaning of happiness as being rich. Besides shapimguld be happy if they had much money because they
her happiness in terms of money, Los Angeles alsmuld buy anything they want. However, what people
makes her ambition being a rich person come true lexpected that money would bring Kelly happiness is
meeting her with rich Raymond. However, aftecompletely denied by Kelly. She experienced living
fulfilling Kelly’s expectation to be a rich womahps clover, but was still not happy. So, the situationa
Angeles also showed the irony of Kelly’s happinesdrony happens between what people in the story
Los Angeles was the place where Kelly achieved h@&xpected that money would make Kelly happy, but in
dream to be rich person yet it also made her malifact she was not happy at all with the big amount o
that money did not give her true happiness. Itlzan money she had.
inferred that Los Angeles met Kelly with rich The last is attitudinal irony which is
Raymond to fulfill her expectation being rich womanaccording to Griffith; it is resulted by the corgta
yet it also became the place where their marriageetween the expectations of one character with the
ended and reminded her of her painful childhood.  reality (50). In this case, what Kelly expectedniro
being rich could make her happy, in fact money did
3. KELLY’S IRONY IN PURSUING HAPPINESS not bring her the happiness she had been looking fo
o ) Kelly finally understood that money did not giverhe
This irony of happiness Kelly faced can beyappiness after realizing she married Raymond was
revealed deeper by examining several types of ironyot hecause she loved him, but because she waisted h
There are four types of irony, according to Gififfit yoney (Macpherson 96). So, what Kelly expected to
(48-50): verbal irony, S|tuat|onal_ irony, attitudin e happy by marrying rich Raymond opposes with the
irony, and dramatic irony (found in drama or play)yegjity she faced that she was totally not happy.
Verbal irony happens when there is opposition In short, Los Angeles also shows the irony of
between what the character_s say and mean becamsfegg”yyS happiness that money did not bring happines
character's tone of speaking and body expressiqg ner. Then it also motivates Kelly to pursue tiee
contrast to what they mean. In this case, verloalyir meaning of happiness. She wanted to find happiness
can be found from the sentence below: by being with someone she really loves so she wants
_ to find the meaning of happiness from the true love
When she divorced Raymond, she would ask fo he also wanted to live peacefully in the environime

a settlement, since her income had been ) :
combined with his to cover the householdVN0S€ people did not use drugs like Raymond and her

expenses for the last two years. So, this was other. So, Los Angeles shapes Kelly's meaning of
good start. An early withdrawal. Enough moneyhappiness in terms of being truly loved and living
to start her life in a new direction. peacefully with people who did not use drugs and ge
She decided to call this money ‘damages’. (8) drunk.

This statement shows an opposite meaning, THE MEANING OF HAPINESS ACCORDING
from what the Kelly said. Although she found out heTO KELLY

marriage with Raymond ended, she still thought abou Finally, after facing irony of happiness, Kelly
the settlement she would ask for Raymond, althougtould found her true happiness by leaving Raymond
she had known that money did not bring happinesand staying in Paradise. The setting of Paradiiisfu
Having experience of not being happy with rich manKelly’s expectation of her true happiness and ended
Kelly still asked for settlement and money from himher pursuit of happiness. Paradise was a small town
This shows there is a verbal irony when Kelly saidvashington which attracted Kelly by its beautiful
money was a damage because her statement diffgtenery (16). There were many plantations in every
from the fact that she asked for settlement andayon side of the town. Colorful maple trees were stagdin
It can be understood that she assumed money @s the roadside (20). Some old magnolia trees and
damage while ironically, she still needed money t@oses also grew up in the edges of the town (152).
support her life after divorce. Filling by beautiful nature, such as a park ancelak
The second type is situational irony in whichthe representation of Paradise. The lake was
according to Griffith, it happens when the expeaotat surrounded by rolling grass hill and willow trees
of the society opposes with the reality happenthén (102). In the evening, the sunset was very beduu
story (49). This is shown by Kelly’s happiness whic the sun showed its color show of scarlet and pink i
differs from what people commonly define. Whilethe sky. By the time the sundown, the moon was up
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surrounded by sparkling stars (126). It is showat th could live peacefully with friendly people who didt
Kelly was amazed with the beauty of Paradise asse drugs and get drunk. Paradise provided Kelly he

stated below: true happiness in terms of living peacefully, being
loved by both mother and lover.
Kelly stood on the clean sidewalk and gawked like a Besides the setting of place, Kelly's

country hick home to New York City for the first tm  definition of true happiness is also supported gy t
only in reverse. There should be a sign that reagme setting during the story happens. The story in
WELCOME TO THE TWILIGHT ZONE. (20) Talk of the Townnovel happened in October 2003
25). The story occurred within October until
ecember. October was the gloomy time for Kelly as
) i ) she faced irony of happiness and had a failed ageri
We.rﬁ very hkmdhand friendly V\.’h'cr Sh: nelver _rpﬁvith Raymond. She also found Raymond using drugs
neither in her hometown nor in Los Angeles. TN ich reminded her drug user and drunkard motimer. |
warmth of Paradise people could be felt when theyioemper, Kelly she almost found her true meaning
smile, greet, and wave to Kelly whene_ver she Passe happiness in Paradise. She had lived in a pebcef
by the streets (35). She was very delighted with thy, 4 jise heen taken cared by Myrtle as mother's
harmonious life among the neighbors. She neverdou%ubstituté and been loved by Sam as true lover
this feeling_of Iiving surrounded by lovely people Finally, in’ December, Kelly understood the meaning
the harmonious neighborhood before (76). of her true happiness that was being loved by mpthe

. The .t_)eautiful physic_al setting and frienOIIyIoved by a lover, and lived in a peaceful environine
social condition of Paradise made Kelly feel ., friendly people

comfortable so that her painful memories with : , .
: ) The meaning of Kelly’s true happiness can be
Raymond and her mother could be cured in Paradi pported by the time she reached it which was in

Paradise s_erved as the most desirable _place KeBYecember. December is the Christmas time when all
wan_ted to I|_ve because of its fne_ndly anq klnql pleo family gathers. It can be related to Kelly’s meanof
Besides neighborly, the people in Paradise dicset happiness which was about love and family. This is

drugs like people she met in San Francisco and L Sown by Kelly's expectation to be loved by people

Angeles. The people in Paradise rubbed along wi h ded h familv which fulfilled b
each other which made Kelly could live comfortably 0 regarged fieT as a ramily Which yias Tuitec by

d full hich b fh .Iﬁeople in Paradise. Finally, she could live surdw®eh
and peacetully, which become one of her true meani y friendly people in lovely neighborhood like what
of happiness she was looking for.

It is sh hat Paradi | hshe expected. She also got a mother’'s replacement
_It'is shown that Paradise also gave anothgt,, pyrtle who loved and treated Kelly as her own
meaning of happiness in terms of being loved by

Baughter that Kelly never got before. In Decemlzer a
mother. Getting less affection from her mother sinc g 4 g

. well, Kelly got married to Sam the man who reall
child, Kelly wanted a mother role that would carela loved heryar?d whom she really loved for the fiirstet y
love her. In this case, she found the care and tdve

Kelly also could feel the warmth of Sam’s familyath
mother from Myrtle, an old lady Kelly met on thesbu shey never got in her childhood. Decemb)gr as

and asked Kelly to stay at her house in Paradisgyjsimas time when people gather with their family
Myrtle treated Kelly as her own daughter becausg i jizes Kelly's true happiness in terms of being
Myrtle had no children to take care of (44). Inath loved and gathering with people she loved. After
word, Paradise gives another meaning of happineﬁﬁding out that Kelly's irony and the meaning aérh

Kelly had peen searching that she did not findathb trye happiness which was being loved and living
San Francisco and Los Angeles. It was the care aﬂgacefully, it can be understood that the therrigadi

love from mother. f the Town novel is that happiness cannot be

. Another meaning of happiness in terms Oheasured by the amount of money someone has.
being loved by lover was also reached by Kelly in

Paradise. She felt the happiness of being trulgdov
by Sam that Raymond never gave. This makes hg'rCONCLUSION

sure that she really Iove_d Sam. It was her firsetto | can be concluded that by applying New Criticiam
love someone and being loved back by someoRge pasic concept in this study, the themeTalk of
whom she really loved in her life (246). So Paradisihe Townnovel can be revealed. It is also proven that
met Kelly with Sam, her true lover, who she did nofhe formal elements of characterization, settimyj a
find in Raymond's figure. _ irony of the novel connect one to another to carstr

_ Finally, Paradise with its beautiful nature andpe theme which is happiness cannot be measured by
friendly pgople could fulfill Kelly’s expectationfo the amount of money someone has. In analyzing the
true happiness. She got care and love from Mysle gnaracterization, it is shown that the conflicts
her mother’s replacement. She could feel beingdovenfiuence Kelly's characterization as a beautift y
from the first time by her true lover, Sam. Sheoalsygq girl in appearance, lack of love, and matestiali

The social condition of Paradise also make
Kelly fascinated with the town. The people in Pésad
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person. By analyzing the setting of place, it can [l1] Kennedy, X. J.Literature An Introduction to

revealed that Los Angeles fulfilled Kelly's expetita
to be a rich person and it also created Kelly'siyrof

Fiction. 2", Canada: Little, Brown, & Company,
1979. Printed file.

happiness by showing that money did not give Ha2] Leslie, Sara Graviser, Jennifer Aaker, andolear

happiness. Then Los Angeles motivated Kelly to look
for her true happiness which was found in Paradiise.
examining the time setting, it is shown that therst
ended in December exactly at Christmas. This
supports Kelly's definition of her true happiness i

terms of being loved by mother, lover, and peof&3]
surrounded her because Christmas was family time

Robin. “The Phsychology of Happiness.”
Graduate School of Bussineg2010) : 1-2.
Standford 18 Dec. 2014 <http://faculty-
gsh.stanford.edu/aaker/pages/documents/ThePsyc
hologyofHappiness>

Macpherson, Suzann&alk of the Town.US:
Harpercollins publishers, 2003.

when people mostly can gather with people they.loy&4] Megasari, Firenda Diafave's Journey in Search

From the theme that is carried in this novel, peopl

can learn that money can sustain daily needs but it

cannot guarantee people’s happiness.

[15]
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